








Faculty Awards

Faculty Notes

     The Department of Modern Languages, Literatures and 
Linguistics welcomes a new faculty member in Arabic, Thomas 
Hefter, who came to the University of Oklahoma from the 
American University in Cairo, where he was assistant professor of 
classical Arabic literature.	
     A native of Milwaukee, Hefter received his doctorate in Arabic 
literature and Islamic studies from the University of Chicago 
in 2008. He holds a joint appointment with the School of 
International and Area Studies, where his teaching responsibilities 
include Arabic language, Arabic literature in translation and Arabic 
culture. Hefter’s research focuses on medieval Arabic prose rhetoric 
and the ninth-century theologian, polymath and prose master, al-
Jahiz, who was the subject of his dissertation.	
     After earning a bachelor of arts degree in English from 
St. Norbert College in Wisconsin, Hefter began his career in Arabic 

as a volunteer in Egypt where 
he spent four years, returning 
for three more years as a student 
and professor of Arabic. Hefter 
has a reading knowledge of 
French, German and Persian. 	
     After years of language 
study and international cultural 
experiences, Hefter notes that 
his first love is still medieval 
and modern literature in 
Arabic; however, the literatures 
of Europe run a close second. The recently initiated OU Arabic 
Language Flagship Partner Program will benefit, no doubt, from 
Hefter’s expertise. 

New Faculty in Arabic
By Bruce A. Boggs
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Kudos to Teresa Bell, professor 
of second language acquisition and 
linguistics, who was the 
2009 recipient of the College of 
Arts and Sciences’ Longmire Prize 
for dedication to teaching and the 
scholarship of teaching. This year, 
Bell also received a 
$10,000 scholarship from the 
Goethe Institut to study in Berlin 
during the summer of 2010.

Congratulations to Robert Lemon, 
assistant professor of German, whose 
essay, “Imperial Mystique and Empiricist 
Mysticism: Inner Colonialism and 
Exoticism in Musil’s Törleß,” earned him 
the Max Kade Article Prize for the best 
article in Modern Austrian Literature for 
2009. Lemon was invited to receive the 
award at this year’s annual symposium 
of the Modern Austrian Literature and 
Culture Association in Vienna, Austria.

Hats off to John Verbick, director of the 
Language Learning Center and instructor 
of Spanish, for receiving this year’s 
Superior Staff Award. Verbic continues 
to be an invaluable asset to students 
and faculty in the department and we 
celebrate this honor.



Student Scholarships
Two Linguistics Seniors Study
Endangered Language in Uganda
By Marcia Haag

Linguistics seniors Amber McKinney and 
Sam Beer spent much of the summer of 
2009 in Uganda conducting linguistic 
fieldwork on the endangered So language, 
which has fewer than 100 speakers. They 
were able to document much of the 
grammar of the language using both old and 
new technology:  handwritten elicitation 
notes plus recordings. McKinney and Beer 
have written one So grammar sketch and 
plan to continue work on some of the 
more interesting features of the language, 
including a rare system of negation and an 
unusual set of tenses.

Chinese Scholarship Council Winners

Since 2005, the Chinese language section 
each year has been awarded the prestigious 
complete scholarship offered by the Chinese 
Scholarship Council of the Ministry of 
Education through the Chinese Consulate 
General in Houston.  American students 
with the scholarship can study at the top 
universities in China for a year with the 
tuition and fee waiver and the provision 
of monthly stipend.  The recipients for the 
year of 2009-10 are Yasmin Baksh and Jesse 
Emanuel.

 

Japanese Scholarship Awarded

Kudos to Christina Jensen from the 
Japanese section, who received a Critical 
Language Scholarship from a program of 
the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs.  She is 
offered intensive summer language institutes 
in Japan for summer 2010.

Department of Modern Languages, Literatures and Linguistics

Modern Languages Scholarships 2009

James Abbott Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     LOURDES YEN, CARLOS TORRES, MARTHA GALVAN-MANDUJANO	
Tulsa German Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	MELISSA CADDELL
OU German Club Award. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      	REBEKAH HILLENBRAND	
Poston-De La Torre Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	MATILDE HARRIS	
Nikolai Antsiferov Award and Post-Secondary 
Russian Scholar Laureate Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SARA BROWN	
Besse Clement Loan Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     	SAM WHISMAN	, MARIE-ANNE BAISSAC,
	 NASSIMA BAAMARA, ROKIATOU SOUMARE
Lowell and Frances Dunham Scholarship . . . . . . . . .        	SASHA JOHNSON	 	 	
Madland-Thompson German Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	CHRISTA CHILSON
Mary Enod Williams Memorial Scholarship. . . . . . . .       	CHRISTINA MILLER, JANET LIVESEY-McCAULEY
McMillan Memorial Fund Scholarship. . . . . . . . . . . .           	BETH GREEN-NAGLE
Gui Cankun Memorial Chinese Award. . . . . . . . . . . .           CHRISTINA CASTELLI	
Müller-Miess Memorial Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 	CRAIG WYATT	 	 	 	 	
Peter Brueckner Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       	JOHN ERNE
Gerlinde Miess Thompson Memorial Scholarship . KRISTIAN SAVIC, JUDITH STROBICH
John Dunn Linguistics Award. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  	SARA VAUGHAN
Patricio Gimeno Memorial Award. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               	JOSEPH COLLINS
Olive Hawes Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      	DIEGO BATISTA, MATT WALDROOP 
Ivar Ivask Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        	JAY JAMISON, ALBERT SCHILTHUIS
KGE Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                	ERIKA SERRATO
Hazel Brakebill Perreault Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . .           	KELSEY SNAPP, SIDNEY SMITH,
	 	KELSEY SEALE, EMILY BLANCHARD
Grand Prix du Français. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	KRISTIN VAN HORN
Award for Excellence in Teaching for French 
Teaching Assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	NASSIMA BAAMARA	
Cecil Woods Award . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	PROFESSOR LUIS CORTEST
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top ’em off! 
THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF MODERN
LANGUAGES, LITERATURES AND LINGUISTICS
has a number of endowed scholarship funds that have been created in the past, but many of them are 
not able to generate scholarship awards sufficient to keep up with the rising costs of attending OU.
Your pooled gift to our development fund will allow the department to add funds to these scholarship 
programs so that the awards are financially meaningful to the students who receive them.
Your tax-deductible gift to the University of Oklahoma Foundation will help ensure that our awards 
properly honor those for whom the scholarships are named and significantly help our students
financially.

 YES, I want to help TOP ’EM OFF by providing a scholarship gift that the Department of Modern 
Languages, Literatures and Linguistics can use to supplement the interest earned from an existing 
endowed scholarship fund.

 My gift is in the amount of:   $1,500  $500         $100  Other $____________________ 

 I would like to discuss using my estate to benefit the Department of Modern Languages, Literatures and Linguistics.

 I would like to discuss adding funds to the principal of one of these accounts so it generates more annual income.

 Check enclosed   $_______________  (Payable to OU Foundation)

 Please charge my credit card $_______________    AmEx      Discover     MasterCard  Visa

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Account Number ____________________________________________________ Expiration Date ________________

Signature ________________________________________________________________  Date __________________ 

Please complete your contact information below (please print).  Thank you. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________  Year of first OU degree____

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________________ State: ___________  ZIP: _____________

E-Mail: ________________________________________________  Home Phone: (________)___________________ 

Office Use Only:  $___________ 30760  910 C

  PLEASE RETURN TO: 
  University of Oklahoma, Office of Development, 339 West Boyd, Norman, OK  73019-5141 
  For additional information, contact David Quirk at (405) 325-3724 or dquirk@ou.edu. 
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We Welcome Your Comments! Write to: Editors, MLL&L Review, The University of Oklahoma, 780 Van Vleet Oval, Room 206. 
Norman, OK 73019-0250, or e-mail the editors at baboggs@ou.edu or smh@ou.edu.

Name __________________________________________________ Year graduated _______________________

Language major / minor_______________________________ Degree(s) earned / Dates ________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

Employment ______________________________________ Title _____________________________________

Comments ________________________________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________________________________________

For change of address: If you wish to receive our newsletter for the first time, or wish to continue to receive it, please send your name and 
mailing address to the departmental secretary at the above address, or you can e-mail the secretary at modlang@ou.edu.
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